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Home from the sea, sockeye salmon gather where the Kijik River enters 


Lake Clark. They will fight their way up feeder streams to spawn and die. 
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OUG HAD FALLEN, but we didn’t 
know it yet. When we heard the muf- 
fled whump as the snowbridge gave 
way under him, our single thought 

was: Avalanche! We dived beneath an icy 
overhang and waited for the world to disap- 
pear. Seconds passed in silence. Then Allan 
realized: ‘““Douz’s in a crevasse!” 

We ran back toward the fissure, only to 
see a Wavering pair of ski tips rise out of no- 
where, then a pack, then Doug, shaken but 
unhurt. The crevasse was shallow. He had 
dropped only a few feet. We grinned with 
relief at the look on his face. But each of 
us knew; the mountain’s gentle nudge 


reminded us where we were—halfway 
through a four-man circuit of North 
America’s highest peak, days from any hope 
of rescue. 

At least we were back on level glacier, our 
toughest challenge behind us. We had 
crossed the Traleika divide, a massive bar- 
rier of ice and rock (below). We donned skis, 
roped up, and headed on. 

Hundreds set out to scale 20,320-foot 
Mount McKinley each year. But attempts at 
a trip around it have been turned back since 
1903, when Frederick A. Cook made a wide 
orbit. We traveled in the shadow of the 
mountain itself. 
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OTHING STIRS the juices like 
an early morning slog under 
eighty-pound packs. Herring- 

boning up Gunsight Pass (above), Ga- 
len Rowell and Allan Bard trail Doug 
Wiens over one of four major ridges 
that separate gentler glacial stretches. 
Here, briefly, we were freed from cre- 
vasse danger and our safety ropes. 
Speed was essential from the mo- 
ment we flew in to a point as close as 
possible to Mount McKinley National 


Park. Our supplies were limited, and 


with April’s lengthening daylight 
hours and temperatures that ranged 
from minus 20°F to a warm 29°F, 
snowbridges began to collapse and 
avalanches increased. Still, we played 
when we could, as Galen did with this 
downhill plunge (above). Our thin but 
efficient tent provided Doug (left, 
from left), myself, Galen, and Allan 
with wilderness comfort—close quar- 
ters, but home. 
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HE CONTINENT’S  double- 
crested crown rises so high that, 
although below the Arctic Circle, 

it is sunlit for nearly 24 hours on the 
day of the summer solstice. 

Storms often roiled the peaks—a 
sign of killer winds aloft—as we skied 
in sunshine at the base. 

You can’t leave anything to chance 


when planning a wilderness expedi- 
tion, but chance inevitably plays a 
part. As we had hoped, we found our 
two prearranged food caches intact. 
And we felt confident that our light 
cross-country ski equipment, the sort I 
use for a day’s outing in my native Ver- 
mont, could stand up to this harsh 
environment. 


As it turned out, both we and our 
equipment were to be tested by the 
terrain—awesome, unforgiving, and 
beautiful (overleaf). 

Chance was not to be denied its part. 
Despite careful plotting with the aid of 
aerial photographs, the route down 
from the Traleika divide proved far 
steeper than we had anticipated. At 


BRADFORD WASHBURN 


one point we were forced to rappel and 
had to abandon our only two ice 
screws, essential protective devices for 
ice climbing. The generous loan of two 
more screws from a well-equipped 
climbing party we met on our home- 
ward leg enabled us to cross the final 
ridge safely. Such good fortune cannot 
be planned. 
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